His Policy of Obstruction
coverers seldom use, or make the best use of, their discoveries.
If the effective use of obstruction had depended upon Joseph
Ronayne, there would not have been any obstruction* The
weapon would have rusted into ruin. It is, indeed, a nice point
to decide which of the two is the greater, the man who thinks
of the way in which to do things or the man who does them;
but we may safely conclude that the inventor and the exploiter
are necessary to each other, since the one without the other
would be useless,
Parnell, then, in his first Parliamentary session, during which
he was disregarded by his colleagues, some of whom thought
him half-witted, was creating in his mind the basis and the
shape of the political machine which he was to drive with
unprecedented vigour and success.
It was not until June 30,1876, that he said anything in the
House of Commons which drew public attention to himself*
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, the Chief Secretary for Ireland,
speaking on Mr* Butt's motion for an enquiry into the demand
for Home Rule, referred to " The Manchester Martyrs "
as " the Manchester murderers/' It was probably an
uncalculated description, but it had an immediate and
infuriating effect on one member of the House* Parnell,
whose sole political argument at the County Dublin by-
election seemed to be concerned with the execution of Allen,
Larkin, and O'Brien, startled a somnolent assembly by
shouting in sharp accents, " No! no I" Black Michael
glanced about him in astonishment, and then, fixing his gase
upon the young nervous Nationalist, icily said, " I regret to
hear that there is an honourable member in this House who
will apologise for murder*" Cries of " Withdraw 1 With-
draw J'* were addressed to Parnell by indignant members in
every part of the Commons, and men looked to see if the
foolish interrupter were now dismayed by the just wrath he
had drawn down upon himself. But the member for Meath
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